
AGENDA ITEM FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING      (   )  Discussion only 
                                                                                                 ( X )  Action 

FROM (DEPT/ DIVISION):    County Counsel 

SUBJECT:    County Road No. 635 Vacation 

Background:  The County received a petition from 
property owners adjacent to County Road No. 635 
(Rayborn Canyon Road) to vacate a portion of the 
road.   Since all of the adjoining property owners 
signed the petition, a public hearing is not needed.  
A Road Vacation Report is submitted from the 
Public Works Department, recommending that the 
road be vacated.   The petition is before the Board 
for consideration. 

Requested Action:    

Adopt Order No. RD2022-04 

ATTACHMENTS:      Petition; Report; Proposed Order 
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ROAD 

DETAILS 

LOCATION OF PROPOSED VACATION 

Rayborn Canyon Road is located along the Weston-Elgin Highway 

(Highway 204) approximately 7 miles east of Weston. The road runs 

north-south and east-west in a “L” type configuration and intersects 

the Highway at milepost 6.5. That portion of the road lying south of 

the Highway has been petitioned for vacation. 

 

Map #1: Location Map
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ROAD HISTORY AND DETAILS 

Rayborn Canyon Road is known as current County Road No. 635 but 

was originally established in the late 1800’s as County Road No. 354. 

Road 354 was petitioned for on January 7, 1891. The court ordered 

the County Road Viewers to report on the proposed road and to have a 

survey conducted. The Road Viewers report, survey field notes, and 

plat were recorded on March 4, 1891 in which the report and survey 

were favorable and recommended the road be granted as described. 

On March 6, 1891 the court ordered the road be established and 

opened to the public according to the viewers report and survey.  

 

 

EXAMINATION  

OF PROPERTY 

DESCRIPTION OF OWNERSHIP AND PROPERTY USES 

Today, the portion of the road lying north of Highway 204 is actively 

used and maintained. That portion lying south of the Highway is used 

only by the few land owners for access and is not currently 

maintained.  

The north-south portion of the road lying south of Highway 204 has 

been covered by an easement that will maintain legal access for 

adjoining owners back to the highway. This has been recorded under 

Document Number 2022-7360543. The east-west portion is no longer 

in use, with little evidence of the road’s location remaining. See Map 

#2 on page 3. 
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Overhead power and underground phone lines are present in the area; 

however, there are no utility permits on file for that portion of Rayborn 

Canyon Road south of Highway 204. The property use is confined to 

ingress-egress. Adjoining land is zoned exclusive farm use or critical 

winter range and is used primarily for livestock. 

 

Map #2: Use Exhibit

 

 

ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

All adjoining landowners abutting the property have signed the petition 

in approval of the vacation. Access to the Highway has been preserved 

for landowners through the recording of Document Number 2022-

7360543. The road has not been used by the general public for many 

years as the adjacent Highway serves as the primary area 

thoroughfare. We find the vacation request as described in the petition 

to be in the public interest. 



4 

 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION  

Utility companies with structures near this proposed vacation should 

be notified to address any facility concerns prior to granting of this 

vacation request. These companies include Umatilla Electric and 

Century Link. The Umatilla County Public Works Department 

recommends granting the vacation as petitioned pending review by the 

aforementioned utility companies. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS AND  

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

ROAD VACATION PETITION (SEE FOLLOWING PAGES 
5-12) 
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ROAD ESTABLISHEMNT DOCUMENTS 
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ABUTTING OWNERSHIP MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tax Lot 7400 

Tom Rietmann and 

Katherine Cook 

Tax Lot 1200 

Tom Rietmann and 

Katherine Cook 

Tax Lot 100 

Jerry R. Nance and 

Patricia J. Nance 

New easement 

(2022-7360543) 
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NEW EASEMENT (2022-7360543) 
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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF UMATILLA COUNTY

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of Vacation of )
Portion of County Road No. ) Order No. RD2022-04
635, Former County Road No. )

354 )

WHEREAS, in accordance with ORS 368.341(1)(c), the Umatilla
County Board of Commissioners received and accepted a petition to
vacate a portion of County Road No. 635 (Rayborn Canyon Road)
formerly County Road No. 354, located in Sections 27 and 28,
Township 4 North, Range 36, lying South of Highway 204, which
petition had been signed by all of the owners of the property
abutting the road, and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has prepared a report
on the petition, and

WHEREAS, the Director of Public Works, after reviewing the
proposed action, has recommended that portion of the road be
vacated, and

WHEREAS, ORS 368.351 allows a county governing body to
vacate public property without holding a public hearing if the
petition to vacate contains signatures of 100 percent of owners
of property abutting a proposed vacation. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners finds and orders
that: 

1. It is in the public interest to vacate the portion of
County Road No. 635, former County Road No. 354, 60 feet in
width, lying South of State Highway No. 204.

2.  The portion of County Road No. 635 lying South of State
Highway No 204, located in Southwest Quarter of Section 27, and
Southeast Quarter of Section 28, Township 4 North, Range 36, is
vacated.

3.  Ownership of the vacated right of way shall vest as
allowed in ORS 368.366(d) in the owner of the land abutting the
vacated property by extension of the abutting property boundaries
to the center of the vacated property.

Order No. RD2022-04 - Page 1 of 2



DATED this 24th day of May, 2022.

UMATILLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

_________________________________________
John M. Shafer, Chair

_________________________________________
Daniel N. Dorran, Commissioner

_________________________________________
George L. Murdock, Commissioner

ATTEST:
OFFICE OF COUNTY RECORDS

_________________________________________
Records Officer

Order No. RD2022-04 - Page 2 of 2
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